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Trees are more than just beautiful. They are important and useful to animals and people. 

They make our lives better and easier in many ways. Often we only think about how useful 

trees are when they are cut down. While they are living, however, trees are useful to us in 
more ways than we might know. In fact, in some ways we can’t do without living trees. 

 

Living trees are homes for many animals. Birds, squirrels, and bugs call trees home. So do 

raccoons, bats, lizards, and tree frogs. Trees give some animals safe places to live. 

 
Many fruits and nuts grow on living trees. People and animals can eat these foods without 

harming the trees. Each year the trees will grow more fruit or nuts. Without trees, we could 

never enjoy a cold glass of apple juice. Animals could never munch on crunchy nuts. 

 

The roots of living trees are important too. Rain and wind can sometimes carry soil away 

from where it is needed. But tree roots hold onto the soil and help keep it in its place. 
 

Living trees also can help keep homes cool in the summer and warm in the winter. In the 

summer, the trees can shade homes. Their branches and leaves can block the sun’s light and 

keep houses cool. In the winter, the trees can block cold wind from hitting houses. This helps 

keep homes warm.  
 

Living trees, of course, can also make life more enjoyable for people. Many people love 

walking among them and sitting in their shade on a hot day. Some people even like to climb 

in their branches.  

 
The most important thing living trees give the world is the gas called oxygen. People and 

animals need to breathe oxygen. Without it, we couldn’t survive. Living trees actually help 

make the air that keeps us alive. 

 

Living trees are very important to the planet. Without them, both people and animals would 

have a hard time staying alive. 
 

 

 

1. Write one sentence that tells what the main idea of this passage is. 

 
 

 

2. Write three details from the passage that support the main idea you wrote. 

 

 
 

3. Choose one of the details from question two. Explain how that detail supports the 

main idea. 
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